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Remarks 

The Examiner has indicated non-consideration of the information 
disclosure statement filed February 15 th , 2006 since an appropriate list of 
prior art was not included in the information disclosure statement. In 
response thereto, the Examiner's attention is referred to the portion of the 
image file of the instant application and the IDS was well as NPL 
documents, dated February 15 th , 2006, copies of which are enclosed. As 
clearly seen, the Information Disclosure Statement filed does indeed 
include a list equivalent to PTO form 1449, as required. Moreover, a 
research report and translation thereof as well as all references are 
present in the file. The USPTO is respectfully requested to consider these 
references in the next Office Action and to acknowledge this consideration 
in the usual manner. 

The abstract has been objected to for use of legal terminology which has 
been corrected in the instant amendment. 

Claim 18 has been objected to for an informality which has been corrected 
in the instant amendment and claims 19, 22 through 24 and 27 have been 
rejected under 35 USC 112 second paragraph as being indefinite for 
including multiple recitations. In response to this 35 USC 112 rejection, 
appropriate changes have been made in the subject claims. Review and 
acceptance is requested. 

Claims 18, 20 through 21, 25, 26 and 28 through 34 stand rejected under 
35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Datta '514. 
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In response to these rejections, the Applicant has amended claim 18 to 
more clearly recite the structure of the intended breaking lines. The 
Applicant submits the independent claim of record to be distinguished 
from the prior art of Datta for the following reasons. Although Datta does 
indeed disclose passive bonds 70 which can be separable, these passive 
bonds do not read on the intended breaking locations of the instant 
invention, since, as clearly defined in the claim, they are not disposed on 
the main diaper portion, rather on the attachment tabs or ears which 
project out past and away from the main diaper portion and which are 
used to fasten the diaper. Nor do the intended breaking lines or passive 
bonds of Datta extend to the crotch region, rather are limited to the 
attachment ears disposed in the upper portion of the diaper. Moreover, 
the modified claim language specifies that the intended breaking lines 
define and delimit a middle section which is folded away upon opening of 
the intended breaking locations to expose an incontinent region of the 
user. This limitation is clearly not met by the Datta reference, since, 
following separation of the passive bonds of Datta, the draper continues to 
remain closely bonded to the user and is not freed such that the front 
portion or back portion can be folded away from an incontinent region of 
the user, rather simply serves the function of improving fit. 

The Applicant submits that the invention as recited in independent claim 
18 is clearly distinguished from the prior art of record. The dependent 
claims of record inherit the limitations of the base claim and are therefore 
also allowable. The Applicant therefore requests reconsideration on the 
part of the US PTO and passage to issuance. 

No new matter has been added in this amendment. 
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